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I. POLICY 

 

It is the policy of the Division of State Patrol (DSP) to increase public awareness of the 

lifesaving value of seat belts. 

 

II. BACKGROUND 

 

This program is designed to recognize persons whose lives were saved or who were spared 

serious injury due to their good judgment in wearing seat belts.  Candidates for the award 

will be submitted by officers investigating traffic crashes.  Candidates meeting the 

membership criteria will be screened and approved at the region level. 

 

Events to honor the award recipient will be developed at the local level.  Honorees will be

 presented with a certificate of local design approved by the Region Commander, which

 identifies the recipient as a member of the “Saved by the Belt” Club. 

 

III. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 

Saved by the Belt Club: Persons involved in recent motor vehicle crashes (within the

 previous six months) may be considered. Candidates can be nominated by the investigating

 officer or by someone knowledgeable of the incident. 

 

A.  Membership Criteria 

 

1.  The most important criteria is that regardless of the circumstances of the 

crash, a person is more likely to have survived death or serious personal 

injury because a seat belt was worn. 
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a. Local discretion shall be used in deciding whether persons, who cause 

a crash, even if belted, should be considered. 

 

b.  Consideration is discouraged when persons are cited for serious 

offenses, such as Operating While Intoxicated. 

 

c.  Extreme discretion should be employed when considering those who 

survive a crash, when another in the same vehicle died. 

 

2.  Candidates should be residents of the State of Wisconsin, students at an in-

state university or school, or military service members stationed and residing 

in Wisconsin.  Out-of-state residents may be nominated, recognizing that the 

awareness effort may be largely lost and publicity difficult.  However, the 

benefit to recognizing the motorist remains significant. 

 

B.  Materials 

 

1.  Investigating officers should utilize the Nomination – Saved by the Belt Club 

form (SP4387) for nominating possible members. 

 

2.  Sample letters, news media advisory, news release, employer contact, and 

recipient notification (Attachments 1-4). 

 

3.  Certificates are available through and maintained at the region level for 

awards. 

 

C.  Coordination 

 

1.  The Saved by the Belt Club is to be managed at the region level. 

 

2.  Records of applications and award recipients shall be maintained at the region 

level. 

 

3.  Reports of the Club’s progress will be forwarded to the Director of the Bureau 

of Field Operations when requested. 

 

D.  Public Awareness 

 

1.  Efforts to improve public awareness shall be developed at the local area 

particular to the residence of the recipient.  As much as possible, these efforts 

should include events that involve a public presentation of the certificate with 

local news media invited. State Patrol participation shall include the Region 

Commander or designee and the investigating officer, when possible. 
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2.  Out-of-region or out-of-state recipients will be honored differently with a 

news media advisory and release.  State Patrol participation for in-state events 

is encouraged by the local Region Commander or designee. 

 

3.  As a precaution, some sensitivity for the willingness of award recipients to 

participate in a press-related event must be established. Potential honorees 

who elect not to participate should still receive the awards, but in a more 

personal manner respective of their wishes. 

 

IV.  PROCEDURE 

 

A.  Officer 

 

1.  Investigate the traffic crash (with photographs). 

 

2.  Determine the person’s eligibility for “Saved by the Belt” Club. 

 

a.  Seat belt used? In the officer’s best professional estimate the person 

was wearing a seat belt. 

 

b.  As a result of seat belt use, the person survived a potentially fatal or 

serious injury crash with no injury or only minor injury. 

 

c.  Membership criteria is met per section III. A. of this policy. 

 

3.  Complete the nomination form (SP4387) with explanation. 

 

4.  Forward nomination form to region headquarters with crash report (DT4000) 

and supplements.  

 

5.  May attend award presentation, if applicable. 

 

B.  Traffic Crash Report Coordinator/Designee 

 

1.  Separate nomination form (SP4387) and forward to the Region Commander. 

 

2.  Maintain copies of nomination forms for tracking to ensure conclusion to 

each nomination. 

 

3.  Prepare approved citations and awards. 

 

4.  Maintain stock of appropriate certificates and related materials at region 

level. 

 

5.  Prepare award letters and news media releases. 
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6.  Coordinate the award presentation. 

 

7.  Maintain file of award recipients and prepare statistical support data from file 

information. 

 

C.  Region Commander 

 

1.  Approve the nomination for award. 

 

2.  Invite the honoree for the presentation. 

 

3.  Attend the ceremony and present the award. 

 

4.  Respond to requests for data regarding the number of nominations and 

awards, when applicable. 

 

5.  Ensure the integrity of the program by active review and encourage employee 

involvement. 

 

D.  Other Agency Involvement 

 

1.  County sheriffs and local police departments are invited to participate by 

joining the Division of State Patrol in this program. The agency responsible 

for the crash investigation will originate the nomination and make any 

eventual presentation. 

 

2.  The Wisconsin Department of Transportation (DOT), Division of State Patrol 

Bureau of Transportation Safety supports this program and may increase 

direct involvement when other law enforcement agencies participate. 

 

IV. REFERENCE 

 

 Nomination – Saved by the Belt Club form, SP4387 
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Attachment 1 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saved by the Belt Club  P&P 15-12 

 

 

February 10, 2021  Page 6 of 8 pages  

 

Attachment 2 
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Attachment 3 
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Attachment 4 
 

 

 

 

 


